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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 22677 

EXDIS 


E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PINR TU LY US FR 

SUBJECT: FURTHER QUAI COMMENT ON LIBYAN-TUNISIAN 
RELATIONS 

REFS: (A) STATE 187176 (NOTAL): (B) PARIS 21701 

1 . ON AUGUST 4 WE AGAIN EXCHANGED VIEWS WITH THE QUAI 
ON TUNISIAN-LIB YAN RELATIONS. ACTING DIRECTOR FOR THE 
NEAR EAST AND NORTH AFRICA SERVANT'S EVALUATION OF THE 
LIBYAN "THREAT" WAS SIMILAR TO THAT REPORTED REF B. 

HE SPECULATED THAT TUNISIA'S DEMARCHES ASKING FOR A 
GESTURE OF SUPPORT WERE AT LEAST PARTLY INTENDED TO 
TEST ITS FRIENDS. 

2. THE FRENCH HAD DECIDED TO SEND THREE SHIPS AND 

SIX PLANES FOR BOURGUIBA S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS BEFORE 
TUNISIA MADE ITS PLEA FOR SUPPORT, SERVANT SAID. AND 
WERE DELIGHTED TO BE ABLE TO SHOW THEIR SYMPATHY SO 
PAINLESSLY. THE LIBYANS, AS THE FRENCH HAD EXPECTED, 
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TO THE FRENCH SHIPS' JOINING U.S. AND EGYPTIAN SHIPS 
IN TUNISIAN WATERS. THE LIBYANS EVEN DELIVERED A 
VEILED THREAT BY REMINDING THE FRENCH THAT "SOME 
COUNTRIES REPRESENT THE PAST, OTHERS THE FUTURE THE 
FRENCH EXPRESSED "ASTONISHMENT" AT THE LIBYAN REACTION, 
AND RECALLED THEIR LONG, CLOSE, AND FRIENDLY RELATION- 
SHIP WITH TUNISIA WHICH MADE THE VISIT "NATURAL" AND 
INVOLVED NO JOINT ACTION WITH EGYPT AND THE U.S. 

THE LIBYANS DID NOT PRESS THE MATTER. INTERESTINGLY, 
SERVANT SAID, CONTRARY TO FRENCH EXPECTATIONS, 

THE ALGERIANS DID NOT REACT TO THE SHIPS' VISIT. 

3. FINALLY, SERVANT SAID A TUNISIAN WARSHIP 

SHOT AT A FRENCH TANKER AUGUST 3 OR 4, WOUNDING ONE 

SEAMAN SERIOUSLY. THE FRENCH ARE CONVINCED THE SHELLING 

WAS AN ERROR BUT ARE AWAITING THE TUNISIAN EXPLANATION. 

GAMMON 
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